Weissberg — questioning 
CastorrV — answering 
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TAPE 


mine has a sound motivated microphone. Not Irving. 


woman: 

man: 

woman: 

man: 


No. But there’s a man in Irving who made that tape, I believe 
The problem with a tape is that it makes people self conscious. 

yes# it does. keeping 

But it’s the only way of makrxg an accurate record. 


W: 


C: 


The part I said the tape will be given, as I said, to anyone you 
wish and for the record, anything that is said here is strictly 
for background and will not be used without your specific authorizatio 
which we would request and request very specif icallyand the 
authorization could be in writing or any way you wanted it. 


That's very iU*d and so to preface our remarks here, I do want to 
record categorically that such statements and so-called testimony 
here not be used unless (let me qualify that) you can use it any 
way you like but our names are not to be in print. 


W: Absolutely, I certainly agree with that. 

C: So we would be happy to supply you with any information we know 
but not for the print as quoted by myself and my wife. 

W: If at some point ita this information becomes of seme- interesf- 

in any context, we would want to reserve the right or the opportunity 
to return to you and say this is the context in which it might 
be used, "May we have your authorization?". 

C: Under those circumstances, I see no objection to your using 

any or all of it under that stipulation. It first has to be 
cleared before our names are used^n any form or printed way, 

W: I’d like to make a suggestion to begin with. I;m very curious about 

something. I'd like to show Mb. Castorr these pictures and let s 
see what strikes a cord. 


Mrs. C: I may not know any one. 


W: You may }i not, but that’s all right. 

What we have here are pictures collected of people we don t 
know y too much. about. These are taken 9eme-ef-ielev4e4en-9*i±±s 

from the television films taken of the in ?* rk - in * ‘ 

summer July 1963 I believe. U ft V P v# 


Mrs. C: September, I believe. 


Mr. W: 


Was that it. 
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Joanna told me that the Cuban girl had been staying in her 
home and her Jura husband was Jack Rodgers — was in the cement 
business, as a matter of fact, he and his father I guess, owned 
Texas Industries. So this girl was rather suspicious of some 
things that were xJcjqsx happening and it seems that the Rodgers 
were on a vacation somewhere — on a boat I believe — and they 
meant a man by the name of Forray. And this man was from Puerto 
Rico and he had a wife and children. He said to Joanna Rodgers 
’’Would you do a favor for me. A very dear friend of mine is 
in Dallas. I knew her before I knew my wife and she has been in the 
hospital or something and she has several children but she needs to 
be away from the children. Would you sort of look after Sylvia. 

So that was the introduction into that church, you see. The Rodgers 
were members of that church. So then, Joanna went on telling me 
about different things, and I said Well -- she said "l'd like to 
tell my story to someone. I am a little concerned k hbh about 
some things and do you know anyone that I could talk to. 


And I said yes, I know a man 
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„ t hpard from some 

C. Yes, now after the picnic w *% ° V ® ; t they raised $7,000 at 
source ± I ‘there Lorn Puerto Rico 

r f^renr^hrartenaed that picnic. 

. th _ bank Do you remember any people who were 
w . how the meeting at the banK. « y 

there? 

n4 > +bnqe who were there. 

Mr< . , r ... usr « x «•» — 

v. 4 4-0 I've seen it but I don't know... 

Mrs. C: Does anybody have it? 

toxxg; „-s in the Archives, but I don’t have it 

+n see if you knew any people who 

W; My reason to for asking was to see y __ those coming 

were there who might have been^the^k ^ ^ __ might have 

to town to raise money that i’m interested in were no 

spoken to because ^^^^ite. 
of a left-wing group but of the oppo 

the list I could veryeasily say I do or do 
Mrs. C: Well, if I saw the list, 

not know. 

;^, r „ «*>. — - - s- -js’sr-r- - ™ - 

through mutual friedds, and le /previous discussion with you 

here Harold gave us a briefing ^ what they did and 

and a lot of the information. T1 “J JJ 0 infori „ation ww had collected 

how they related to Sylvia Odeo?^ ^ ^ haye to ^ over 

from our correspondent J 1 ® a £ to a KH ps couple of questions, 

it in detail but some of it leads * 

nuts — ' 

. a with her actions and reactions, 

Mr C: From what I understoo . ** 

My wife could tell you more about it.tt 

Mrs. C: When we heard that SJvia «* Odeo was ^^f^Puerto 

I daresay that was about April of 63 sh, ^ ^ 4 child and 
Rico, she and her husband were sep information relayed 

she needed ^ Inslaw had it and his 

to the Cuban office and that woux 

daughter Marcella. 


Mr. C: She passed it on to you. 

»„ „ »*.. sursssssr 

" rs -.« 1 o. b~.«~ it ... ‘■jrrsi., .... ».« •« °< 

the Lakewood area is Kot ten on the telephone. 

„ch o, information ... •«*, •»* 
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f no reason to go into the office. 

w , «.„, th.t information ... corroot, .» did —» 
care. 

- iminntpers Father McCann Began to ask 
Mrs. C: So, with the group of 7°*"“ !® Jake care of this girl. After 

"Well, who could get some docto SO mebody was going 

all, these Cubans don’t have any money. That, some y 

to have to find a doctor to take care of her. . 

, . Mrs Odeo before her arrival? 

W; Father McCann at this time had not met Mrs. 

Mrs C: I am sure he had not. 

ws ^ his role at the time < was as a priest to help the Cubans 
as you were . 

■i „„u it Dick? Wasn't he more or less their 
man: It was more formal wasn t M relief, 

spiritual adviser connected with the uuo 


Mrs. 


He was appointed by the Bishop of Dallas. 


pi*? 


Because U. ,~ld 

“ r - c - : s p— "fo srssri- «... : 

..ipp.d * *-*• d,ii “- 

Mrs. C: But let's get Pact ">«*= t“Ze°tim. S °lint she arrl.ed 

McCann did not know Sylvia P r J°^ even before I got into the 

in Dallas but, and I believe x first came into it — there 

program, — October cr fam ily and three boys were somehow 

were 10 children in the e te they were in the Dallas area 

brought to the U.S. an name of George Graffio? 

and a man whom we know - a man y of $150 o George raised 

helped to raise money and I heard a gu ^ the bui lding business 

A amongst friends because his to he ip put those children 

"«"£v - The Brennans — an. a tha t $15 t don . t know the name of the town. 

into a school somewhere Rut ‘ inter those children were put into 

If I heard it I might know. B 0 akcrest area so I really don t 

an orphanage in Dallas over in no t but it was 

know -- he may have had correspondence or may oe 
S”mpr.ssl.n that » had not nnd. Of .ourd. .... 




Last August, I heard that she was working at Neiman Marcus. 

A nd I have had no communication from her. I don't correspon 
I worked closely with her father and the m mother and Marcella 
for about lj years and helped get jobs for people — helped *° 
get food, lodging, and that sort of thing until we were told by 
the Federal government to forget about getting jobs pu e 
people on Welfare. And that is opposed to everything I believe 
in. I think you should work and there are plenty of opportunities 
to earn a living -- I became less active in the program. 

Speaking of where they worked, was there another question you 
were going to ask? 

old 

1 was going to ask how/Marcella is? Was she married? 



Mrs. C: 


No. She was never married and her parents were quite elderly 
but she might be in her late thirties. The mother is not living 
now. You see, occasionally someone in Dallas who knows t a 
— maybe somebody on our Christmas card list 0- knows that I 
was active in this program and that's how I heard about this 
fire -in the Cubbn Catholic office. 


Mr. C: Joanna Rodgers she got to know so much about Sylvia. 

Mfs. C: Well, whatever she knew about Sylvia I presume was all turned over 

to Lt. Butler. 

Mr. C: Yeah. I 'm sure of that. But she certainly did m* know a lot about 

her, because she kept Sylvia in her home. 


W: Was that after her hysterectomy? 

Mrs. C: After she was hospitalized — whatever her operation was 


W:q 


It was for that purpose vtk s wasn't it? 


Mrs. C: 


W: 


Mrs. C: 


Mr. C: 
Mrs . C: 


I never did hear. 

I mean, Rodgers were asked to take her into their home so she 
could convalesce, weren’t they? 


[■his Mr. Forray had asked for Joanna to take care of -- look after 
ler and then subsequently she was in her home after she was 


in the hospital. 

that was 

Do you recall the story SjdtxxH told us about the pillow? 

Sylvia was frantic because she had placed something in a pillow. 


)h. That happened — Sylvia livid in a house over by the airport, 
.over's Lane — a small house. Someone had loaned her a pillow 
ind I don't know whether this was a furnished house -- I think she 
tiad her children there with her — but anyway all of the things 
*ere moved out and whoever the pillow belongdd to, it was given back 


